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THE DESPISERS OF GOD’S TRUTH. 


— —0 --- — 
Beware therefore, lest that come u which is spoken of in the prophets;. 
Behold, ye despiser, and wonder, snd peri ; for I work a work in your da = works: 
which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.“ 40, 41. 


There is certainly no more import- of earth’s children do not sense its 
ant a matter than the acceptance or importance, nor feel its latent great- 
rejection of God's message sent to ness, a man declare unto: 
man in our day. On the belief in | them that it is verily true. The poetic: 
His word revealed for our salvation, | sublimity of heavenly a of is be- 
depends our great future in the eter- yond the comprehension of a mind 
nities that are beyond the grave. It given to earthly affairs To a man 
is very evident from the prophetic | of the material cast of intellect, the! 
passage which is quoted at the head | sayings of Jesus are to some extent a! 
of this article, that the — of | contradiction — a myth —a Biblical 

rthat | fable, rather than some to be: 
would be more or less un ble to applied and realized. He not 


i 

the people; that it w be calcu- | comprehend their soarin 3 
lated to their searching depth, 1 t 
ad- | adaptability to mankind But to all 

rogressive minds—lit up with the: 
ight of heaven—the divine si 
istics of the Gospel of Christ as n 
in his life, are prominently visible. 
That the Savior of the world should! 
have been born and reared in hum- 
ble circumstances, unlearned in the 
literature of: his and compara - 
a poor and humble personage » 

the power 


d Wi A the eye Wor ily ing ar hority and not as. th hem 

wisdom, that. the prond and michty is to the spiritual mind one of the: 
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most striking evidences of his divi- 
nity and inherent greatness. But to 
the worldling this — — to be a 
cause for rejection and denunciation. 
The teachings of the Savior are tliere- 
fore in his estimation to be spurned 
as unpractical, and his followers 
despised as fools, hated as fanatics, 
and persecuted as not worthy of the 
society of men. How truly does the 
Scripture * which says, the wis- 
dom of God is foolishness to man!“ 
But it also tells us that “the wisdom 
of man is foolishness to God ;” where- 
fore he who rejects the message of 
salvation because of the apparent in- 
ignificance of its origin, the humility 
wf its advocates, or the unpopularit 
of its doctrines, is guilty of that fool- 
ishness which characterizes man’s 
wisdom, and which is despised of 
God; while those who disdain to con- 
sider his work brand themselves as 
belonging to that class whom the pro- 
het addresses when he says: “ 


perish.” 
There is poetry in every phase of 
the Gospel, as there is in the entire 
eof its great Author. It comes in 
meekness, unpretentiously heralded 
by God’s lowly servants, who are 
warned by him to be “ wise as ser- 
ts, but harmless as doves; it is 
pised for its humble origin, hated 
for its principles of righteousness, and 
condemned because it displays no 
worldly dash or pruud extravagance. 
Its ‘ministers go from house to house 
like the Son of Man, having no 
place to lay their heads“ They 
make no profession of worldly learn- 
i — do — 
ency of speech, but the de- 
monstration of the Holy Spirit they 
pteach as God doth give them utter- 
ance, to the convincing of the honest- 
In- heart. For these things they are 
“ despised” by the world, looked upon 
‘with contempt by their “Christian” 


bftethren of other denominations, and 
tha: religion advocate is consi- 
ered beneath the notice of those 


professing but inconsistent followers 
of. the “ lowly Jesus.” 

‘The question is—will this always be 
‘as itis to-day? We hear the Savior 
“he that humbleth himself 
exalted, but he that exalteth 


shall 


Be- | the 
old, ye despisers, and wonder, and’ 
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himself shall be abased.” He was 
willing to come as a lamb, to be 
buffeted and slain. He came unto 
his own, although he knew before- 
hand they would not receive him ; 
and he shunned not the contumely 
of the “despiser,” knowing that his 
victory. wo id be all the more com- 
plete. But do we not look for the 
time soon to come when he will des- 
cend as A ye — crowned with 
wer and great glory to reign on t 
Gerth Not as the “lamb le od the 
slaughter,” but as the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah will he then come, 
“taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the Gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus hrist.“ Then 
will the despiser of his humility. see , 
what greatness he has contemned ! 
How ashamed will be those people 
who mocked him, and laughed him to 
scorn! Once their king in disgutse— 
now their king REVEALED! Once 
poor Nuazarene—now the Lord 
from heaven] Once the humble “son 
of Joseph the carpenter” — now the 
Christ of power, the judge of the 
whole earth! So with his Church. 
Scoffed at now in its apparent weak 
ness and lowly surroundings, it will 
at last put on its glorious robes. of 
victory, and stand forth as the tri- 
umphant kingdom of the Redeemer!’ 
Now it is buffeted, persecuted, hated‘: 
and despised,—then will it shine with 
celestial brightness. Its ministers) 
muy now be regatded with — 
but then, “crowned as kings and 
priests unto God, will they receive | 
their inheritances in the Fathers 
kingdom. And being heirs of the 
— made to their fathers, and 
aving been among the meek,” they 
will at last, with them, inherit the 
earth!“ The glory of thé Saints is 
hidden to-day. eir power is latent. 
Their greatness is not revealed. For 
we know not as yet what we shall be, 
said the apostle, “but we know that 
when be comes we shall be like him”! 
God will yet: develop the glory, the 
power, and the — of his peo- 
ple. His Gospel is doing its sure 
work of progress in their hearts; it’ 
is refining the gold in the furnace of 
affliction. The Holy Spirit of pro- 
mise is purifying and “perfecting the’ 
Saints.” God's priesthood is gather- 
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the fold. And 
e people of God are preparing in 
and humility for. the 
sat day when he shall, : 
| promise, give them the righteous 
yminion over all things upon the 
How great a m then is 
| revealed in our day—“ the 
Jof the which shall 
» “* preached in all nations for a wit- 
ess, and then shall the end come!“ 
„We would ask the honest seeker 
after truth, is this Gospel not worth 


investigating? Will you not wait a 
at 4 things 


28 an 
the heedless thrung passes thought- | 


* 


according to ting 
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— 


lessly by when the elders are preach- 
ing the message,” wi 


sinall, too Eu insi 


of in the prophets; Behold, ye des- 
pisers, and wonder, and perish : for I 
work a work in your days, a work 


CHRISTIAN 


PRINCIPLE. 


(From the Salt Lake “Contributor.” ) 


In this age of dissensions and con- 
tentions, bitter, strong, and continued, 
the question might be asked, is this 
Christian erat Do we live among 
ristians ! Are we ourselves Chris- 
Fans] It might require a of 
oourage which is rare, to give an 
* — candid and intelligent answer. 
Nearly nineteen hundred 2 ‘ 
g Savior of mankind, the Son of the 
mal Father, came into this world 


on His mission of love, mercy, and for- 


ve For hundreds of as He 
2 now, He has been the ac nowledged 
personification of all good; the Being 
and whose dis- 

o civilized world 


ave profess to emulate 
¢iples nearly the wh 
Gaim to be. He taught us to do unto 
others as we would theyghould dounto 
mas; to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. To-day, the world is full 
of; persons calling themselves Chris- 
tians, who are the professed disciples 
of that on of all that was good, 
gentle, merciful and forgiving in man, 
ont ose doctrine is peace and love. 
2 pny of this multitudinous host of 
-atyled disciples of the Savior, if 
the Ba 


fellows— who are the children of 
same Great Father as themselves 
ho happen to be of a different be- 
Tet the true followers of the Christ 
all claim to love? If they are in 
the. right path? if God will accept 
ir offerings? and you are almost 


@ertain to have a negative response. 


The stock in trade of these persons 
pwae make a business of preaching the 
w of eternal salvation, and who 
dwell with such glowing ardor on the 
examples of Christ, just as any other 
person does of merchandising, of car- 
ntering, or of anything else which 
rings in wealth, influence and posi- 
tion), is vituperation, scandal, abuse, 
vengeance, and all that most resembles 
the elements which are farthest from 
the things they preach. To hold each 
other up to the perfection of scorn ard 
contumely, to make light of things 
sacred to others, and to invite anden- 
courage the 2 of a peo 
whose only offense is to worship God 
in a different manner—perha 
difference consists only in worshiping 
God instead of profession to—seems 
to be the great ambition of these men, 
There is something wrong in this, 
Is it in Christianity? The answer 
must unhesitatingly be, No. Where 


then? You may search und ponder till 


the grave closes over you, and if you 
ever come to a conclusion it must 
that the wrong is in man hi 
Therefore, men must be unlike the 
Christian paragon—the Savior—they 
are not perfection. The question 
whose is the better example, that 
the Savior, or that of His pretended 
disciples of to-day? All 


feel, feel strongly, they believe, th 
think ; but they not 


— 
a moments in — 
so great “a work?” Is it too 
nificant, 
eed not 
our appeal, in the language of the 
apostle we administer the timely 
warning: Beware therefore, lest 
that come upon you, which is spoken 
ye in no Wise _ 
though a man declare it unto you !” 
| 
| 
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more. | They do not know. What, 
then, should be their deduction 1 That 
all should be charitable; that all 
should study forbearance, that all 
should admit, and however content 
we may be in error. Were all like 
Christ, then all might know ; but they 
are not. This is Christianity ; this 
is the doctrine of Christ, and he is 
most om the Savior 1 endures 
most, wit tience and forgiveness, 
the of others. The 
ve nius of the Christian principle 
18 2— and charity. Nothing 
on earth should make us so kind, 80 
ntle and so forgiving as unkindness, 
— and unrelenting intolerance. 
The pain such treatment makes us 
suffer should teach us to be care- 
ful how we give it to others ; when 
we are persecuted, we should more 
clearly see its heinousness, and there- 
fore avoid persecuting others. 
pain and sorrow do not teach kindness, 
and care, and pity, what then is the 
use of life? The reason for sufferin 
in life is lost, the best has vanish 
and we are all alike. The Savior suf- 
fered, and His suffering told Him how 
others would feel in the same circum- 
stances, and He prayed that others 
might be spared what he had endured. 
He learned its lesson. Will we do 80 
Me live in a world, and in commu- 
nities where strong feelings prevail, 
and we know the Christian , Bee 
charity to those around him. rist 
knew all good, and yet He could be 
charitable and forgive, and His dis- 
ciples will emulate Him. The Chris- 
tian will reflect: What if I am 
wronged? I do not live for this life ; 
my reward lies in the future ; and if 
in the striving for that reward, I f 
by the evil of others, that reward is 
but surer. The Christian can afford 
to forgive, to be charitable, to have 
great forbearance; and the Ohristian 
‘will forgive, be charitable and show 
forbearance. Therein lies hope, for 
‘without these grounds for a basis, his 
‘hopes are void; and since he is here to 
de tried, his efforts to attain these ele- 
ments should be the greater, as will be 


is reward if he succeeds. 

I it not blasphemy for this army of 
‘thinisters, of professed expounders of 
illustrations of the Christian principle 


If | blood ? 


most — ——— nature. O 
many of us, while asking the Oreator 
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to wish evil to an enemy? Will a 
Christian cherish a wish to see a foe 
injured? Who ever heard of the 
vior wi evil or harm to any 
one? Who ever read of His entering 
into contentions, of His denouncing 
persons because they did not believe 
with Him, or of His wanting His fol- 
lowers to make war upon their bro- 
thers and sisters—the children of the 
Grist of Chintins, in the agony of 
0 ristians, in the 

the most cruel death, exclaim, “Father, 
forgive 9 they know not what 
they do?” Yet He knew all good, 
— e th 1 know it. 
nnot they, then, whose inj is 
somewhat lighter—to admit that they 
are injured — afford to ask the Great 
Father to forgive those who, according 
to their belief, have gone astray, in- 
stead of —— and crying for 
urely, we who are injured 

can, if they cannot; we can emulate 
the Savior at least in this Would 
not this be the impulse of a Christian ? 
It seems to be the fate of the world 
to have secured for its expounders of 
Christianity, the men most unfitted 


for such positions. The most suc 
cessful isters of this age are men 
of strong will, of passions, of 


burning impulses, of wildest thought, 
and too often men of bloody — 
and bloody minds; men who will rise 
and repeat the Lord's sacred prayer 
with fervor, and ere the words have 
died on their lips, will, with the same 
fervor, heap anathemas upon the 
heads of supposed enemies, whom they 
make their enemies because they do 
not accord with their doctrines, with 
their “ Christ,” with their unchristiah 
sentiments, Come whence this mays 
how 


it is blasphemy, blasphemy of 


because—because what 4 

think, he is evil or has injured us. 
this Christianity? That it is, 
tians complain of; that it is, Ohris- 
tians should avoid. Is it the spirit 
of the Savior that incites to retalia- 
tion; because we are abused! 
complain of abuse, and if we abuse if 


return whence. comes our 12 


on the day of judgment 


for forgiveness for our sins, will pray 
for the destruction of a elow being 
We 
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are we superior to those who abuse 
us? Of that which we complain have 
orgive them,“ says the i an 

the has wish. 
Bhame to the person who, professi 

Christianity, would be guilty of — 
ing the strong passions of resentment. 
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Such is not the Christian principle. 
A Christian spirit does not dictate 
such, and those who would counten- 
ancé it are not filled with that Spi 
which, on the Cross, and with the last 
breath of pain and anguish, could say, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” S. 


— 


A LIVING FAITH MANIFESTED BY WORKS. 


„ Without faith it is a — r tor he that 
a rewarder of them 


that he is, and that 


According to the Apoetle Paul, 
— is very foundation of 
and righteousness, consequently a 
vital principle of the Gospel, and 
therefore essential to salvation. True, 
genuine faith is a principle of power 
of which we have many striking illus- 
trations in the Bible, and also in the 
history and experience of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Notwithstanding the Apostle James 
most emphatically declares that faith 
without works is dead (James ii, 17) 
there are thousands in this so-called 
Christian land who set themselves up 
as teachers and instructors of the peo- 
ple in spiritual things, who, without 

least shadow of authority, pervert 
‘and wrest the — — 
meaning by telling the 0 
mere belief in the 
Christ is all that is n or, in 
other words, that if they will only 
accept the fact that Jesus died to 
save sinners and trust in Him, their 
salvation is secure, contradicting the 
words of the A J —— 
the people, and estranging their minds 
from the pure, simple truths of the 
Gospel. Thus ignoring baptism for the 
remission of sins, and the laying on 
of hands for the reception of the Holy 
Ghost, principles inseparably con- 
\ with faith, and equally essen- 
tial to salvation. “ Except a man be 
born of water and of the spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
r Thus they fulfill the 
words of sacred writ; blind leaders 


of the blind, perverters of the truth 
Tor which the 
responsible! 


will be held strict! 
o therefore say to 


cometh to Ged must 
that diligently seek him.”—Hxs. 
such, Cease your abominations in thus 
perverting the pure truths of the Gos- 
— and deceiving the 1 2 and 
umble yourselves before the Lord, 
repent of your sins and receive the 
truth, that the Lord may have mercy 
upon you 

True, living faith, so essential to 
salvation, is beautifully illustrated in 
the case of the Eunuch, as mentioned 
in the Acts of the ili 
35—38. The Eunuch being convin 
by the preaching of Philip, when th 
eame to a certain water, ues 
baptism. Philip replied, “If thou 
believest with all thine heart thou 
mayest.” The Eunuch affirming that 
he did believe, Philip baptized hi 
both going down into the water, an 
thus showing his faith by his works. 

Another striking illustration of true 

nuine faith is given in the case of 
the Phillipian jailor, who enquired of 
Paul and Silas what he should do to 
be saved — xvi, 30—33). “And 
they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house. And they spake unto 
him the word of the Lord, and to all 
that were in his house. And he took 
them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes, and was bap- 
tized, he and all hi rr 
thus verifying the words of the Apos- 
tle James, that works must accom- 
pany faith in order to constitute it a 
living, saving faith. 

The people have been so long ac- 
customed to listen to uninspired teach- 
ers, who are themselves destitute of 
this living faith, that we have to 
mourn the almost entire absence of 


| 
| 
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faith, and the servants of the Lord, 
who have been sent forth to p 
the Gospel of salvation, find it ve 
to inspire the wi 
faith 4 ** 

tting forth and explaining the prin- 
Apies of life and salvation, or attend 
a meeting where they can hear the 


pure unadulterated truths of the Gos- 


45 an authorized servant of the 
The Apostle Paul says that faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing b 
the word of God” (Romans x, 17). 


-There are a few of the seed of Israel 


scattered here and there, and God’s 


servants are diligently hunting them 


up and endeavoring to inspire them 
with faith sufficient to investigate the 
oe les of the Gospel, and to mani- 
est their faith by obedience to its 
e Occasionally through the 
aithful preaching of the word by 


those who are inspired by the Holy 


Ghost, a spark of faith is kindled in 
the heart of the honest seeker after 
truth, and by careful watching and 
protection from the withering blasts 
of sectarianism advocated by those 
faithless teachers of the people “ who 
preach for hire and divine for money,” 

e is ultimately led to obey the Gos- 


pel, and is generally sorry that he did 


not hear the words of life sooner. 
What a contrast in the living faith 
between these “false teachers” and 
the inspired servants of the Lord ! 
While the former live and fatten 
themselves on the hard earnings of 
the poor, and receive fat salaries for 
preaching—binding on their brethren 


“burdens grievous to be borne,” 15 


reach | humble servant of the Lord who h 


been called by Divine authority, 
faith to leave his home and f 
and travel thousands of miles 
the ancient Gospel plan. reely | 
has received, and freely he gives to, 
starving world the words of e 
life. He carries the message of sal- 
vation to the children of men “ with- 
out purse or scrip,” enduring the scoffs 
and jeers of men; but trusting in the 
God of heaven to raise up friends to 
administer to him food to eat when 
he is hungry, and a place to 8 
when foot-sore and wearied with 
travels and labors of the day. 
In this, the elders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
have given abundant — of their 
faith in God, and of the divine an- 
thenticity of their mission and calli 
The Apostle Paul, in Romans x, 14.1 
speaking of faith opening by hearing 
the word of God, asks the question, 
„How can the people hear without, 
preacher, and how can they 1 
except they be sent? showing p 
that those who preach the word 
God must be sent, and that when the 


word is preached by proper 2 


it begets faith in the hearts of 
honest, which faith is made mani 
by works in complying with the re 
quirements of the Gospel, and = 


enables believers to bring forth fru 
a hundredfold.. Sueh is the practi 
result of a livin omy without whi 


“no man can p 120 
R. F. Gre 


THE LOVE OF NATURE. 4 
—0 


I have put forward the thesis that 
the love of nature is an essential part 
of true wisdom. I believe it has also 
a happy effect upon a man’s character 
and conduct. itself it is a pee 
ennial source of enjoyment. he 
Creator looked forth upon His work 
and pronounced it good. And who 
can ever be weary or unhappy who 
foe a joy in every flower and a de- 

ht in every stream? Wherever he 
y be he findssomething that interests 
m, something that engages his fancy, 


something that a to 
thies. W. — ¢ e season, he finds 


dispels the s tionsof desponden 
Her influence 1 a charm in it w 

subdues our coarser tendencies. 
surely difficult to retain our worl 


ness in the presence of the vast sile 


forces of the mountains, or wi 


around him @ rare museum of objees 
of curiosity and wonder. Let him b 
open his heart to her, and Nature 
breathe into it a divine benedictiot 
which excorcises evil thoughts . 
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hearing of the mysterious voices of the 
sea. The mind must indeed be debased, 
the heart corrupted, that can cling to 


its worthless idols when the lark’s 


song falls liquid drops of melody from 
Heaven's gate,” and the morning 
breeze comes over the hills with the 
freshness and the balm of the pine- 
woods on its wings. I cannot conceive 
of self-culture unless it includes the 
study of Nature, so as to render both 
the imaginution and the intellect sus- 
ceptible of its elevating and purifying 
inspiration. What better influence 
can flow in upon the soul of man than 
that which lives in forest and sea and 
star, is equally active in the primrose 
by the river’s brim, and the cold white 
glacier that rolls with sure if imper- 
ceptible motion down the rugged 
Alpine precipice? Music! There are 
wonderful cadences and modulations 
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were, unawares upon the heart; it 
comes quietlyand without excitement; 
it has no terror, no gloom in its ap- 
proaches; it does not raise up the pas- 
sions; it is untrammelled by the creeds 
and unshadowed by the supersitions of 
man; it is fresh from the hands of its 
Author, glowing from the immediate 
presence of the Great Spirit which 
pervades and quickens it; it is written 
on the arched sky ; it looks out from 
every star; it is on the sailing cloud 
and in the invisible wind ; it is among 
the hills and valleys of the 

where the mighty forest fluctuates 
before. the strong wind with its dark 
waves of green foliage; it is spread ou 
like a legible language, upon the b 

face of the unsleeping ocean ; it is the 
poetry of Nature; it is this whiel 
uplifts the spirit within us until it is 
strong enough to overlook the sha- 


in the flow of the stream and the songs | dows of our place of probation, which 
of birds, while indescribable harmonies | breaks, link after link, the chain that 
are swollen by the myriad voices that | binds us to materiality, and opens to 


7 up from the eloquent earth. Art? our imagination a world of spiritual 
t beauty and holiness.” Make this in- 
fluence yours, my friend, and you will 
be strung enough to defy the accidents 
of circumstance, the trials that darken 
and disorder Jife. It will provide you 

with a rest when you are weary, 
a consolation when you are sorrowful. 
It will be the sweet und pure compa- 
nion of your solitude. It wil) reveal 
to you the secret of the wisdom and 
N of Him of whom Nature is 
ut the material vesture. It will ex- 
to you the meanness of the am- 
itions for which men struggle so 
violently among themselves, and fill 
you with those high and sacred 
thoughts that keep the heart from 
fainting and the soul from „ 
ugh 


is to Nature that Art turns for her 
finest inspiration. from Nature that 
she borrows her subtlest combinations 
of form and colour. Science? Nature 
is its well-head, its origin ; at once its 
reason and its justification. 
there be a sweeter, a tenderer power 
than that of the pastoral meaduws and 
the sf vineyards and the waving 
cornfields, or can there be a grander 
and sublimer, effect than that of the 
mountain-peak which cleaves like a 
Iden arrow the dim vast blue, or of 
the far-spreading plain of ocean, with 
its ever-shifting lights and shadows 4 
But here I caunot. refrain from quoting 
passage from Ruskin, which says 
utifully all that I should stammer 
out imperfectly : —“ It is a meek and 
blessed influence, stealing in, as it 


Can | 


From Adams “Plain Living and 
Thinking.” 


The only way to shine is to be modest and unasumin 


Falsehood may be 


—— — but in course of will a tod 
egance of language may not be in the power of us ut simt 
straightforwardness ure. 
_ Happiness and misery is in the mind. It is the mind which lives; and the 
length of life ought to be measured by the number and importance of our 
‘ideas, and not by the number of our days. Respect goodness, find it where 
ou may. Honor talent wherever you behold it ungseociated with vice; but 
‘honor it most when accompanied with exertions, an ially when exerted 
in the cause of truth and justice. Above all things, hold it im honor when 
it steps forward to defend innocence against the attacks of powerful guilt. 


| 
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MONDAY, APRIL 18, 1881. 


ͤ— 


THE VOICE OF EARTHQUAKES. 
Tue following published telegram on the 13th instant, shows the dreadful 
effects of God’s power in the earthquake upon the island of Chio : 

“CONSTANTINOPLE, APRIL 12.—Earthquake shocks of considerable vio- 
lence have recommenced in Chio, and it is estimated that — — 8 
houses now remain habitable in the whole island. Forty-five vill 
been — destroyed, and in many localities the population has — 
disappea 

Lately a fertile populous island, covered with villages and inhabited chiefly 
by a thriving Greek population, —Chio is now a geographical wreck—a wilder- 
ness whose solitude is broken only by the sad duties of those engaged in dig- 
ging out the dead. The special correspondent of a leading paper has explored 
the ruins of the city which has been nearly destroyed. He affirms that in 
one of the villages, six hundred and seventy persons were killed, and in ano- 
ther three hundred and fifty-nine perished. That 4,000 persons in all were 
killed, and 8,000 injured. The celebrated Convent of Neamonti, erected on 
the slope of the cliff, was swept bodily over a precipice, burying all the in- 
mates with one solitary exception. The people outside the city are terrified 
by the continued shocks of earthquakes, not knowing when their turn may 
come to be engulfed. The suffering of the sick and injured is intense, and 
many have been moved to Smyrna for relief and sustenance. 

Thus in 1 few brief hours or even minutes of time may the inhabitants of 
an entire country, be plunged into the deepest woe by the unseen agencies 
which God holds in His powerful hand. These very calamities—together 
with many others we hear of daily—were predicted in a general sense by the 
Savior of the world, as “signs of the end.” The disciples asked him, “ when 
shall these things be and what shall be the sign of thy coming and of the end 
of the world?” Among the signs given was that of “earthquakes in divers 
places.” True some may say, Have there not always been more or less of 
these phenomena, and are they not the result of common causes? We 
answer, Yes! But those localities were generally subject to earthquakes, 
and people more or less expected them to occur from time to time ; while 
this calamity is an unlooked-for occurrence in a place not hitherto known to 
be liable to these convulsions, and not manifesting the usual indications of 
such phenomena. And although the natural causes for these disasters must 


. 

* 
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have existed as Providence always uses natural means, still they were hidden 
from the unsuspecting population till the effects burst forth as narrated, with 
the terrible results given. May not the dwellers in other parts be some day 
surprised and overwhelmed with equal propriety, and the “signs of the end 
be manifested in “ divers places,” whose inhabitants are equally unsuspecting ~ 
and perhaps none the less worthy of universal destruction? It is to protect 
His people from these dreadful judgments that the Almighty has commanded 
His Saints to “ gather out from Babylon” in the last days ; and He has pro- 
mised that He will hold them in the hollow of His hand,” safely guarded in 
the “tops of the mountains,” while the sorrows go forth among the rebellious 
nations who will not hearken to the voice of His inspired servants. These 
calamities must come to pass, and wo be to those who slight the warning God 
has sent them! For as the prophet Isaiah tells us in the twenty-fourth chap- 
ter :—“ Behold the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and 
turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. The 
land shall be utterly emptied and utterly spoiled, for the Lord hath spoken 
this word.” And we find that the quaking is not only to be in “ divers 
places,” but that the earth itself is to be moved bodily, for he continues— 
“The foundations of the earth do shake, the earth is utterly broken down, 
the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall 
reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage.” He 
also gives us the reason in the words, “the transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon it.” But the safety of God's obedient and faithful people is 
assured in the closing words of the chapter, “ the Lord of Hosts shall reign in 
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” But it 
will not merely be a change of localities that will save God's people, for the 
day will come when they must stand by faith, and unless they are pure-in- 
heart” they cannot abide the glory of the Lord, for we read that “the sinner 
and the hypocrite shall not stand.” In a revelation to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith we are informed that Zion is the PURE-IN-HEART. Consequently if 
we desire to stand when the earth is moved,” and dwell securely when the 
wicked are overwhelmed by the judgments, we must purify our hearts of all 
uncleanness, put on the whole armor of God,” and cleave unto righteous- 
ness in our lives, that we may gain power over the elements when they 
“shake the foundations of the earth,” and stand in triumph with the Lord 
when wickedness is overthrown. But notwithstanding that these events are 
the fulfillment of prophecy, we can but mourn with the sufferers who have 
fallen victims to this disaster. The Saints have no desire to condemn the 
unfortunate, who are among the first to succumb before the sweeping des- 
truction of the “ last days.” But on the contrary we say, it may be more 
tolerable for them in the day of judgment, than for those cities where the 
servants of God have sgunded the Gospel, and it has fallen unheeded upon 
“ stony ground.” To such in a future day the “voice of earthquakes” may 
sound forth its deadly warning, and in many notable instances will carry 
conviction to the conscience as well as deep sorrow tethe heart. Let all take 
warning from the events which transpire around us, and while condoling with 
those who are smitten by Heaven's decree, let us learn from God's dealings 
with mankind, and thus be better prepared for those whieh „ ‘arise 
unlooked for in days to come. 


* 
. 
r 
* 
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-- SPECIAL. NOTICE. It is not legitimate for this ‘Office to vary from 
instructions in the payment of drafts or monies; therefore, in EVERY oA 
‘where payment is desired to be varied or changed, the one so desiring mit 
have the sender of the draft or money ‘instruct this Office accordingly, other - 
wise there is no safety in titking the payment. We wish all the Conference 
Presidents, Traveling Elders; and Branch Presidents to so instruct the Saints 
and all concerned. 11 1 
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Fmsr Company SrARTED.—At 11.45 on Saturday last the first compa 
of this season’s emigration, consisting of 186 souls, left Liverpool on the 8.8. 
‘Wyoming, of the Guion Line, in charge of Elder David C. Dunbar. The 
following returning elders were in the company :—D. C. Dunbar, O. F. 
‘Hunter; Thos. Jack, James Low, W. W. Turner, W. W. Willey, John L. Jones, 
W. W. Jackson, Geo. M. Spencer, M. D. Rosenbaum, John Christensen; 
also Bishop David James and Sister Turner, wife of Elder W. W. Turner, 
Me are pleased to stats that Elder Willey's health, which had been quite 
poor of late, has much improved. The rest of the brethren were feeling well 
and in good spirits. We wish the company a safe and pleasant voyage. : 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
- —0— — 


Faversham, Kent, April 6, 1881. | good among the sisters, also a read 
Editor MILLENNIAL STAR. class which has a very good attend- 

Dear Brother,—We avail ourselves | ance, and is accomplishing much goo 
of the present opportunity of writing | the brethren getting more fully in- 


you a few lines on the present con- 
dition of the Kent district, in the 
‘London Conference, the feeling of 
the Saints, and also our own determi- 
nations. We can truly say that at 
no time in our experience has the 
spirit of investigation been more 
manifest among the people than at 
the present, and it gives us much 
pleasure in our labors to find people 
who are willing to give an ear to the 
principles we advance. 

During our last tour through the 
district we had the honor of bap- 
. tizing eight persons, and re-baptizing 
two, into the new and everlasting 
covenant, who appear to be intelligent 
pee le, and promise to become good, 
faithful Latter-day Saints. We have 
also the names of several more given 
in for baptism, which ordinance we 
will attend to during our next tour. 

The Saints are all alive to their 
duties, living their religion to the best 
of their ability. We have a Relief 
Society which is accomplishing much 


formed on the principles of the Gos- 
pel, also instructed on the dealings of 
the Lord with his people in different 
ages of the world. It is a pleasure to 
us, and gives us much satisfaction in 
our labors, to see the Saints working 
with a will to help build up the king- 
dom of God on the earth. 5 
Yesterday we held an evening meet- 
ing at Faversham, Presidents - 
rington and Roskelley being present 
Notwithstanding the short notice we 
gave of the meeting, we had a toles- 
ably good attendance of the Sains 
and a few friends. A good feeli 
revailed during the meeting. Pre 
Cartington occupied the time in a 
very instructive discourse on the 
truths of the Gospel, and the benefits 
derived therefrom by all those ne 


keep the covenants they have made 
at the waters of baptism. He ex- 
horted the Saints to let their light so 


‘shine, that the world “may see their 


good works and glorify their Father 


which is in heaven. . le 
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The Lord has ‘blessed us exceed- 
ingly in our 
determined than 


Tour brethren in the — 
EDWARD. 
Jos. A. JENNINGS 


k Lichfield, April 7, 1881. 
President Albert Carrington. 

Dear Brother,. Upon my departure 
from tbese lands for my mountain 
home, after a satisfactory mission of 
nearly two ang 1 desire to express 
my gratitude and thankfulness to the 
Lord for the manifest blessings be- 
stowed upon me while laboring in 
the vineyard ; also for the associations 
of good and faithful elders with whom 
I have traveled and labored. I must 
say my health has been good. I left 

t Lake City April 30, 1879, arrivi 
in Liverpool the 16th of May, an 
was appointed to labor in the Bir: 
mingham Conference, under the pre- 
sidency of Elder E. M. Curtis. 

The short time I have been on my 
mission I have had the pleasure of 
baptizing fifty-four, and re-baptizing 
five into the Chureh. I have got five 
more to baptize if I have time. 
can say I have had the blessing of the 
Lord with me all the time, and I 
have tried to become a good work- 
man in the great work that is before 
us to-day. 

In contemplating the many plea- 
sant associations enjoyed while tra- 
veling and miinistering among the 
Saints, and of their many acts of 
bestowed upon me, my 
heart is filled with Joy and with bles- 
sings for them. e good times en- 
joyed will be long remembered — me 
with sentiments of gratitude and joy. 
To all the Saints and kind friends I 
desire to tender my sincere thanks 
and grateful acknowledgments for all 
favors and kindnesses received, and I 
pray the Lord to bless them, and that 
the day may soon come when they 
will be gathered home to the land of 
the people of God. ‘. 
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I also thank Pres. Budge for: the 
good fatherly counsel given me du- 
ring his presidency, and to you, Pres: 


Carrington, 1 say, may. the blessi 


and with 
who are laboring 1 the field. 
the 


Your brother in 
WX. 


* 
RT 
. 


April 12th 1881. 
President A. Carrington. ! 
Dear Bro.,—Asthelast few weeks have 
developed, encouraging results from 
the — the — ren in this Confer- 
ence, e great pleasure in reporti 
the pr made ; realizing that — 
thing of a cheering nature tends to in- 
crease the diligence, and otherwise 
strengthen the servants of God, who 
are endeavoring to promulgate the 
principles of eternal truth among those 


who have not yet come to the light of 


the Gospel of the Son of God. Since 
2 last letter to the sran we have 
added to the Church fifteen members; 
—four being baptized in the North- 
ampton district and fourteen in thé 
Stafford district, the latter number 
were baptized on the 3rd inst. in the 
public baths of Wolverhampton, which 
though contrary to custom, were 
kindly opened for us to attend to that 
sacred ordinance. The manager of 
those baths I must say, is a gentleman 


I | whohas notallowedtheevil reports that 


have been circulated about the Suints, 
to prejudice his mind against us, he 
was present duringthe baptisms — 
were administered by Elder W. W. 
Turner) and paid that reverential 
respect that could hardly be expected 
of those who regard us as being in 
error. I assisted in confirming those 
who were baptized and afterwards 
attended the evening meeting of the 
Wolverhampton Saints. The room 
was perfectlycrowded with both saints 
and stran who listened with . 
marked attention to the remarks of 
myself and Elder Turner. Brother 
Edwin Brewster, President of that 
branch, tells me there is a quite a 
feeling of interest and a spirit of in- 
quiry manifested by quite a number 
of people in that vicinity, regarding 
the principles of the Gospel taught 

the Latter-day Saints, and that 


in the good work we are engaged in, ＋ 
and by faith and become in Th 
strumental in the hands of our hea- 
venly. Father of aceomplishing an 
isew y — 

ver praying for your welfare, 
all at the 5 remain REPC 
| 
| 


252 LATTER-DAY SAINTS 


long he expects further additions to 
the Charch in 2 
raging reports Irom the No ton 
and Hereford districts have pasha 
me, and I am satisfied that the zealous 
and well directed Ifbors of the bre- 
thren laboring in those districts will 
shortly result in others being brought 
into the fold and family of Christ. 
The work seems to have received 
fresh impetus, and the brethren evince 
a corresponding d of interest and 
zeal in this part of the Lord's vineyard, 
which lead us to ex greater results 
in the future than bave lately been 
achieved. Last sunday evening we 
had the pleasure of listening to a 
* and interesting discourse by 

r W. W. Jackson delivered in 
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Hockley Chapel, and saints and stran- 


‘gers listened with unabated interest 


and attention to the end. Over twenty 
strangers were present. Brother 
Jackson, after bidding us an affection- 
ate farewell, left here yesterday morn- 
ing for Church Gresley. Judging from 
present indications, a large number of 
the — A this conference — 
grate wit e second compan 
present season, of which I will notify 
you in detail in due time. 

Ever praying for the welfare of Zion 
and the progress of the work of God 
upon the earth, I remain with kind 
love to all at the offi 1 5 

Your brother in the Gospel, 


JosEPH GODDARD. 


——-» | 


MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT ORSON’S ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 23, NEW ROAD, WHITECHAPEL, ON 
SUNDAY APRIL 3, 1881. 
— — 


Present from Utah —Apostle Albert 
Carrington, President of the European 
Mission; Elder Samuel Roskelle , 
Pres. of, and J. C. Bentley, T. C. 
Griggs, E. „S. Tucker, Heber J. 
Romney, C. F. Wilcox, Frank H. 
Snow, Moroni F. Brown, G. a] 
fellow, Richard H. Stringfellow, J. H. 
White and J. A. Jennings, traveling 
ejders in the London Conference; 

W. W. Jackson, Pres. of the 
— Conference, Oscar F. 
Hunter, Pres. of the Nottingham Con- 
ference, and W. Wood, traveling elder 
in the Norwich Conference. 

10.30. 

Singing. Prayer by Pres. W. W. 
Jackson. ing. 

Pres. Roskelley announced that the 
morning meeting would be devoted 
to hearing reports from the branch 
Presidents and the traveling elders, 
and transacting other business con- 
nected with the conference; the after- 
noon and evening meetings would be 
devoted to speaking, so that the pre- 
sident and elders might instruct the 
people as the Spirit should dictate 
and 15 55 then called 
upon the branch presidents to report 
their branches: 


Elders Cornell reported the North 
London, Henry Garner the White- 
chapel, and S. F. Ball the Lambeth, 
all of which were represented as being 
in an improved and condition. 

Elder Bentley said he could report 
his labors in connection with 
North London district with pleasure ; 
he could indeed say that the Spirit of 
God had been with him. The Saints 
in connection with that branch were 
striving to live their religion, and in 
their out-door preaching, tracti 
and their week-night meetings, 
had indeed blessed their labors. 

Elder Griggs expressed his pleasure 
in being able to again meet in con- 
ference. He had for a short time 
after last conference traveled in the 
country districts, but for the last two 
or three months he had been called to 
labor in the Whitechapel district, and 
it had been the most pleasurable 
time of his miasion—he felt more 
at home. Since he had been labori 
there, nine persons had been ad 
by baptism. The district extended 
into three counties, and they had, in 
addition to their Sunday servi 
four week-night meetin one 
Old Ford, one at Whitechapel, one at 
Deptford, and one at Plaistow. He 
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had at all times been well received 
irit of inquiry am ngers. 
Eder Tucker said he felt well in 
this work, and in his labors in the 
Lambeth district ; he also knew that 
the brethren and sisters there felt 
well, and were increasing in faith ; 
they showed it by * omer 
meetings, eir ing an 
laying by for ennigienion. A spirit of 
inquiry was also manifested among 
the people, and there were a few 
* for baptism. 
der King said he could report 
= in — district. 
a nts were making progress 
there; the Faversham 3 now 
numbers eighty- four members. They 
had organized a Relief Society, num- 
bering twelve members, and since last 
ptism. ey organi 
a new branch, called the Woodside 
Green Branch, numbering thirty-four 
members. The Saints are scatte 
very much, but a more faithful peo- 
ple 7 never had the pleasure to labor 
it 


wi 
Elder Jennings said he had en- 
joyed much satisfaction in labori 
with brother King. He had enjoye 
the Spirit of God, more so indeed 
than he had any idea of before coming 
on this mission. He could bear testi- 
mony that brother King’s: report was 
atrueone. There was one thing he 
would like to add, and that that 
at Faversham they have established a 
ing class which meet every Mon- 
day era and read either from the 
Book of Mormon or the Bible, and 


then spoke upon the subjects of the 


Elder G. Stringfellow said since his 
arrival in England he had been labor- 
ing in Sussex, and had found the peo- 
ple poor in this world’s but 
rich in faith, with a desire to keep the 
commandments of God to the best of 
their ability. They were much scat- 
tered. He had spent much of his 
time in visiting those who were not 
in the Church, and, as far as he was 

teaching them the — of 

pel, and he could say he had 

been blessed with the Spirit of God 
in his labors. | | | 


Elder R. H. Stringtellow said he 


had been laboring in company with 
brother G. Stringfellow in Se 
and he felt he could en the re- 
— which had been given. He had 
ound the Saints feeling well, with a 
desire to do all they could to sustain 
the work of God. | 

Elder H. J. Romney said it afforded 
him much pleasure to report his 
labors in Essex. There were only 
two branches in the district—viz, 
Terling and Grays. They now num- 

ere seemed a et of some bei 
added to the Chure : 

Elder J. H. White in reporting his 
labors in the Woolwich and Green 
Street Green Branches, said he could 
not say as some had said, for with 
but one or two exceptions the Saints 
were very cold; but yet he had a 
— that with the help of the Spirit 
and the blessing of God a little fire 
could be infused into them, and a 


good work * accomplished there. 
red | He had also labored a little while in 


the Lambeth district with brother 
Tucker, and there he had * 
his labors; and although he felt his 
weakness, he still could say the Lord 
had been with him and blessed him. 

Elder C. F. Wilcox said he had 
been laboring for the six months 
in the Berks and Wilts district, in 
company with brother Brown 
he could —— Lord had blessed 
him in his labors. During that time 
sixteen had been addod to the Church, 
three having been re-baptized. The 
district now numbers 100 members. 
They had one fine branch in New- 
bury of twenty-five members, and he 
felt a great work would be done there 
this summer. 

Eider M. F. Brown said he could 
endorse the report of brother Wilcox, 
He had indeed been blessed, for he 
knew the hand of God had been made 
manifest in his behalf. : 

Elder F. H. Snow reported his field 
of labor—the Herts and Beds dis- 
trict. The Saints were much scat- 
tered; the whole district only num- 
bered fifty members, most of whom 
were females. Roskelley had 
paid him a visit a week ago, and had 
organized a Relief Society. He had 
been in the district five Months, had 
traveled round a great deal; and in all 
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had found th ch 
paces pposed to the Gos el, bat leit 


were livir 
We Wood a few brief 
and eave experience 
whilp atay and while 
Iaborin is field of labor in the 


Norwie 
Pres. Roskelley then presented the 
Authorities of ow 
nized in Zion, also 0 ert 
88 as President of the Eu- 
ropean Mission, Samuel Roskelley as 


President of the London Conference, 


together with the ministry 
and lucal priesthood, an 
‘Adams as Conference Reportar aT of 


whom were unanimously sus ined. 
The statistical and financial reports 
of the conference were then read, an 
Were unanimously accepted. 
The reports of the following Relief 
Societies were also read and unani- 


report of the 


Sunday School, Superintendents Jo 
Marshall and Josiah was then 


e Saints 


d send the Ho 


would his brethren ; but we ong we 
are e in our Father 's wor k, and 
we are to leave our homes, 
and . any distance that the Lord 
may require, and too, 


privilege. 

their own knowledge could not 8 
stand the principles of 0 eos 
3 it was the same 


by Jesus Christ He 


hearers to apply the same o. 
was necessary then; referred them to 
the last chapter of Mar an d inquired 


which out of the of churches 
would stand the test, and testif 

the signs there mentioned follow 
the believers” among hem Jesu 
said that when He left. He wou 
Ghost, which should 
take of the things of the „ and 
reveal them unto men. . his 
disciples power to go a, and preach: 
and administer in the ordinances of 
the Gospel. Showed how this power 
was manifest on the Day of Pente - 
cost, and bore testimony to we resto- 
ration of the Gospel, and of the au- 
thority to preach and administer in 
the ordinances thereof in this our day, 
in fulfillment of the revelati given 


— 


Fons also the report of the North 
don Mutual Improvement Society, ! 
* C. Bentley, whith were 


Benediction by Elder 0. 


Prayer by Elder 0. 

Gri Singing. 

Sa Sacrament was den 
Stored by Elders Cornell and Ball. 
Pres. O. F. Hunter said it was a 
leasure to him to meet the Saints tain 

re in London. He felt the position 
which he was in standin 
fore the congregation, cal realised 

at it was necessary for him to have 


— Spirit of the Lord. He + mad this 
ork was of God, even the l hy 
our Lord and Savior Jesus ¢ 

could bear testimony of — 


t these were the servants of God 
sent to warn the nations of the earth, behalf 
It was for this that he and his bre- 

own was the w God, 

would not have been in, neither 


to St. John on the Isle of Patmos, 
He knew that many objected to whee 
we preach, and some r 
the iy le of gathering. hey 
wanted now why we cannot serv 
God here It was this—God had 
commanded it, so that His people 
might be preserved when judgments 
went forth among the nations, and 1 
was as I had . predic 
prophet, bad said that 2 would = 
a here when he — mould, be 
gathe to the of the moun- 
has brought it 
onchnded with a 
that ospel as reveal 
to the Prophet 
preached by the el ars of this C 
was the Gospel of our Lord 1055 
Pres. Jackson said he esteemed it a 
great before such.@ 


a ſew words on 
the work of God, which has 
been 


th 
days. He could Doge 


ts of 
bese Spirit, and the reception of tho; 
blessings 


those 
that Christ promised to the 


| 
— 
ously accepted: orth London, 
Pres. Avis Cross ; 1 Pres. | 
izabeth Young; Lambeth, Pres. 
usannah Beaching, and Faversham, | 
Singin | 
Stringfellow 


LAITEB-DAY. SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


faithful. There was a passage 
Scripture that came to his min 
that was referred to by the ministers 


of the various denominations. It was A 
this—“ This is eternal life, to know 


Thee, the only true and wise God, 


will say, Depart, I never knew you.” 
In conclusion the speaker read from 
the 39th — ter of the Acts of the 
testified that through 
the 2 of Joseph Smith 
we had received the — spirit which 


and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast would give those who possessed it a 
sent.“ He then, in an interesting knowledge of the Father and the * 
manner, show 12 99 be. for themselves, and in the end“ 
tween mere name. of | eternal,” 

Jesus as was — 1 e mini- Singing. Benediction ‘by Elder 
stersiof the da the revelations Wallis. 
given by the Ghost, whereby —— 

we can know and Jesus Christ 

whom he has sent.“ He then spoke Singing. Prayer by Elder Bentley 


of the appearance of the Father and 
the Son to the young: ‘man—Joseph 
Smith; also of the ministrations of 


ly priesth 


gave h 

power to in — 
ok e Church. ‘He then declared 
that although the ministers of the 
day may — that all tbey do is in the 
name of Jesus, yet if they will not 
Wreive the Gospel, when they 
shall stand before the jud gment seat 


Singing. 
Pres. Carrington, in an interestin 
discouse of nearly two hours, show 
forth ‘the beauty, efficacy and 
fection of the Gospel as reveal to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, and bore 
testimony to the nobility of his char- 
acter and life. In — latter part of 
his remarks he spoke of the workings 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund. 
nging. Benediction by Pres.’ 
Rosks ley. 


of God-and then say, , we have ErRHRRAINT ADAMS, 
dhe thus and so in thy nds He Clerk of Conference, 


oral strength't is the highest kind of health, and inward purity the richest’ 


Sbantiin of peace and joy. 


O 
s blessings that we fondly expect. 


rtunity is much, and energy is much; 
the one and direct'the other, they will 


but, unless we have wisdom to: 
not bring us the advantages oF, 


,Entertniment which is given with genuine hospitality aud heartiness means 
mort than the mere fe ig of the body; it means a royal in e of the 

of the soul. This iv highest ee which the intelligent mind 
“Bestow or receive. 


All that is noble and heroic i in . all that is devoted and tender in 
friendship, all the courtesy and grace of refined society, all the respect and 
— due to women, all the self-denial and generosity which make life 

iful, have their root in. the family circle, and in its soil are best culti- 


Recall at night hot only your Riesiness transtotiéns; but what you have said 
ant of whom you have 8 during the day, and weigh in the balance 
ef conscience what you have uttered. If you have done full justice in alt 
_— remarks, it is well. If you have not, then seek the earliest opportunity 
to make amends, and *. avoid a repetition of the wrong. 


One of the grund seerete of success in — — — 8 
== If you once fall l may be very difficult to make u 
way One who patti aside — 
small, it up for a number o ne is likely 
he dies. ub ho jaherite p on — by year sending 
a little more than his income, will if ong enough. 


beyond their means has brought multitudes por persons to ruin in our — 
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